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TO THE READER. 


Q NCE the death of the late Mr. WSET, 
many controverſies having taken place between 
the hearers of the hate Mr. WRITE FIELD, and thoſe 
of Mr. Wrslzr, reſpecting the Sentiments of 
each, it has been thought adviſcable to republiſh, 


| Airerallf, this Pamphlet, that all may be enabled 
to judge for themſelves. 


+ ADVERTISEMENT, 
>Prefixed by Mr. WRHITETIEID to the Firſt Edition. 


HE Reader will find the following pages a 
full Anſwer to Two little Tracts lately pub- 


liſhed, intituled, Serious Thoughts upon the Per- 
/ * "ſeverance of the Saints, and Predeſtination calmly 
x, conſidered. 
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Lo very well aware what different effects the pub- 
liſping this Letter againſt the dear Mr. Weſley's 
Sermon will produce. Many of my friends, that are 
ſtrenuous advocates for Univerſal Redemption, will im- 


mediately be offended. Many that ere zealous on tbe 
other ſide will be much rejoiced. They that" are Ale Go 


warm on both ſides, and are carried arhayaquith” "rare! 
reaſoning, will wiſh this matter had never beet brought 
under debate. The reaſons I have given gt the beginning 


of the letter, I think ſufficient to ſatisfy. i my" cn. 


duct herein. I defire, therefore, that they. who hold 
Election would not triumph, or make a party on ang hand 
(for I deteſt any ſuch thing; ) and that they who are pre-. 
judiced againſt that doctrine, be not tod much concerned 
or offended on the other. Known unto Gad are; all 
ways from the beginning of the world, The great" day 
will diſcover why the Lord permits dear Mr. Weſley 
and me to be of a different way of thinking. At preſent 
T ſhall make no enquiry into that matter beyond the 
account which be has given of it himſelf in the fol- 
lowing letter, which I la fe received from his own 
aear bands. 
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* LONDON, AUGUST , 1740. 


© MY DEAR BROTHER, 


cc 1 Thank you for yours, May the 24th. The caſe 

is quite plain. There are bigots both for 
« Preaeſrination and againſt it, God is ſending a meſ- 
ce ſage to thoſe on either fide; but neither will receive 
« it, unleſs from one who is of their own opinion, There- 
ce fore, for a time, you are ſuffered to be of one opinion, 
« and I of another. But when his time is come, God 
« will do what man cannot, namely, make us both of 
« one mind. Then perſecution will flame out, and it 
ce will be ſeen whether we count our lives dear unto our- 
ce ſelves, ſo that we may finiſh our courſe with joy, 


« J am, my deareſt Brother, ever yours, 
1 k 


* « J. WESLEY.” 


Thus my honoured friend. I heartily pray God to 
haſten the time for his being clearly enlightened into all 
* the Dockrines of Divine Revelation, that we may thus be 
cloſely united in principle and judgment, as well as heart 
and alfectiun. And then, if the Lord ſhould call us to 
it, I care not if I go with him to priſon, or to death, For, 
like Paul and Silas, I. hope we ſhall ſing praiſes to God, 
and count it cur higheſt honour to ſuffer for Chrift”s ſake, 
and lay down our lives for the brethren. 
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FROM THE REVEREND 
MR. GEORGE WHITEFIELD, 


TO THE REVEREND 


MR. JOHN WESLEY. 


—— _ — 
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RECEMBER 24, 1740, 
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REVEREND AND VERY DEAR BROTHER, 
8 


OD only knows what unſpeakable ſorrow of 
heart I have felt on your account, - ſince I left 
England laſt. Whether it be my infirmity or not, 
I frankly confeſs, that Jonah could not go with 
more reluctance againſt Nineveh, than I now take 
pen in hand to write againſt you. Was nature to 
ſpeak, I had rather die than do it; and yet, if I am 
faithful to God, and to my own and others ſouls, I 
muſt not ſtand neuter any- longer. I am very ap- 
prehenſive that our common adverſaries will rejoice 
to ſee us differing among ourſelves. But what can 
I ſay? The children of God are in danger of fall- 


ng 
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BETHESDA, IN GEORGIA, 
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ing into error. —Nay, numbers have been miſled, 
whom God has been pleaſed to work upon by my 
miniſtry, and a greater number are ſtill calling aloud 
upon me alſo to ſhew my opinion. I muſt then 
ſhew, that I know no man after the fleſh; and that 
I have no reſpect to perſons, any farther than is con- 
ſiſtent with my duty to my Lord and Maſter, Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

This Letter, no . will loſe me many friends. 
And for this cauſe, perhaps, God has laid this difficult 
taſk upon me, even to ſee whether I am willing to 
forſake all for Him, or not. From ſuch conſidera- 
tions as theſe, I think it my duty to bear an humble 
teſtimony, and earneſtly plead for the truths which, 
I am convigced, are clearly revealed in the word of 


© Gods In the defence whereof I muſt uſe great plain- 


neſ#of ſpeeth, and treat my deareſtfriends upon earth 
With the greateſt ſimplicity, faithfulneſs, and free- 
dom, leaving the conſequences of all to God, 

For ſome time before, and eſpecially ſince my laſt 
departure from England, both in public and pri- 


vate, by preaching and printing, you have been pro- 


pagating the doctrine of Univer/al Redemption. And 
when I remember how Paul reproved Peter for his 
diſſimulation, I fear I have been finfully filent too 
long. Oh! then, be not angry with me, dear and 
honoured Sir, if now I deliver my foul, by telling 
you, that I think, in this, you greatly err. 

*T is not my deſign to enter into a long debate on 

| God's 
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God's DECREES. I refer you to Dr. Edwards his 
Veritas Redux, which, I think, is unanſwerable, ex- 
cept in a certain point, concerning a middle fort be- 
tween elect and reprobate, which he himſelf in 2 
afterwards condemns. 

I ſhall only make a few remarks upon your Ser- 
mon, intituled Free Grace. And before I enter upon 


the diſcourſe it{elf, give me leave to take a little notice 


of what, in your Preface, you term an indiſpenſable 
obligation to make it public to all the world, I muſt 
own, that I always thought you were quite miſtaken 
upon&hat head. The cafe (you know) ſtands thus: 
when you was at Briſtol, I think you received a let- 
ter from a private hand, charging you with not 


preaching the Goſpel, becauſe you did not preach 


up Election. Upon this, you drew, a lot. ® The 


anſwer was—Preach and print, I have often queſtion- | 


ed,{as I do now, whether, in ſo doing, you did not 
techpt the Lord. A due exerciſe of religious pru- 
dence, without a lot, would have directed you in 
that matter. Beſides; I never heard that you en- 
quired of God, whether or not Election was a Goſ- 
pel doctrine. But I fear, taking it for granted it 
was not, you only enquired whether you ſhould be 
ſilent, or preach and print againſt ir? However 
this be, the lot came out—Preach and print; accord- 


ingly, you preached and printed againſt Election. At 
my deſire, you ſuppreſſed the publiſhing the Sermon 


whilſt I was in England; but ſoon ſent it into the 
| world 
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„ 
world after my departure. Oh, that you had kept 


it in! However, if that Sermon was printed in 


anſwer to a lot, I am apt to think, one reaſon why 
God ſhould ſo ſuffer you to be deceived was, that 
hereby a ſpecial obligation might be laid upon me 
faithfully to declare the Scripture Doctrine of Elec- 
tion, that thus the Lord might give me a freſh'op- 
portunity of ſeeing what was in my heart, and 
whether I would be true to His cauſe or not; as you 
could not but grant, He did once before, by giving 
you ſuch another lot at Deal. The morning I ſailed 
from Deal for Gibraltar, you arrived from Georgia, 
Inſtead of giving me an opportunity to converſe 
with you, though the ſhip was not far off the ſhore, 
you drew a lot, and immediately ſet forwards to 
London. You left a letter behind you, in which 
were words to this effect When I ſaw God, by 
80 the wind which was carrying you out, brought 
* me in, I aſked counſel of God. His anſwer you 
& have incloſed.“ This was a piece of paper, in 
which was written theſe words Let him return 

to London.” | 
When I received this, was ſomewhat ſurprized. 
Here was a good man telling me he had caſt a lot, 
and that God would have me return to London. On 
the other hand, I knew my call was to Georgia, and 
that I had taken leave of London, and could not 
juſtly go from the ſoldiers who were committed to 
my charge. I betook myſelf with a friend to prayer. 
That 


1 


That paſſage on the firſt book of Kings, chap. xiii. 
where we are told That the Prophet was ſlain by 
« a lion, that was tempted to go back contrary to 
& God's expreſs order, upon another Prophet's tell- 
e jng him God would have him do ſo :”—this paſ- 
ſage, I ſay, was powerfully impreſſed upon my ſoul. 
I wrote you word that I could not return to London. 
We failed immediately. Some months after, I re- 
ceived a letter from you at Georgia, wherein you 
wrote words to this effect Though God never 
te before gave me a wrong lot, yet, perhaps, he ſuf- 
« fered me to have ſuch a lot at that time, to try 
cc what was in your heart.“ I ſhould never have 
publiſhed this private tranſaction to the world, did 
not the glory of God call me to it.—lIt is plain you 
had a wrong lot given you here; and juſtly, becauſe 
you tempted God in drawing one. And thus I be- 
lieve it is im the preſent caſe. Ahd, if ſo, let not 
the children of God, who are mine and your intimate 
friends, and advocates for Univer/al Redemption, think 
that doctrine true, becauſe you preached it up in 
compliance with a lot given out from God. 

This, I think, may ſerve as an anſwer to that part 
of the Preface to your printed Sermon, wherein 
you ſay - Nothing but the ſtrongeſt conviction, 
cc not only that what is here advanced is the truth as 
ce it is in Jeſus, but alſo that I am indiſpenſibly obliged 
ce to declare this truth to all the world.” That you 
believe what you have wrote to be truth, and that 
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you honeſtly aimed at God's glory in writing, I do 
not in the leaſt doubt. But then, honoured Sir, I 
can't but think you have been much miſtaken in 
imagining that your tempting God, by caſting a lot 
in the manner you did, could lay you under an indi/- 
penſible obligation to any action, much leſs to publiſh 
your Sermon againſt the doctrine of Predeſtination 
to Life. | 

I muſt next obſerve, that as you have been un- 
happy in printing at all, upon ſuch an imaginary 
warrant, ſo you have been as unhappy in the chqice 
of your text. Honoured Sir, how could it enter into 
your heart to chuſe a text to diſprove the doctrine 
of Election, out of the 8th of the Romans; where 
this doctrine is ſo plainly aſſerted, that once talking 
with a Quaker upon this ſubject, he had no other 
way of evading the force of the Apoſtle's aſſertion, 
than by ſaying—* I believe Paul was in the wrong.“ 
And another friend lately, who was once highly 
prejudiced againſt Election, ingenuouſly confeſſed, 
that he uſed to think St. Paul himſelf was miſtaken, 


'or that he was not truly tranſlated. 


Indeed, honoured Sir, it is plain, beyond all con- 
tradiction, that St. Paul, through the whole eighth 
of the Romans, is ſpeaking of the privileges of thoſe 
only who are really in Chriſt, And let any unpre- 
judiced perſon read what goes before, and what fol- 
lows your text, and he muſt confeſs the word all only 
ſignifies thoſe that are in Chriſt ; and the latter part 

| of 
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of the text plainly proves what, I find, dear Mr. 
Weſley will by no means grant; I mean, the final 
perſeverance of the children of God He that 
*< ſpared not his own Son, but freely gave him for 
« us all, Ci. e. all Saints;) how ſhall he not, with 
« him, alſo freely give us all things?“ - Grace, in 
particular, to enable us x perſevere, and every 
thing elſe neceſſary to carry us home to our Father's 
heavenly kingdom. 

Had any one a mind to prove the doctrine of 
Ele&ion, as well as of Final Perſeverance, he could 
hardly wiſh for a text more fit for his purpoſe than 
that which you have choſen to diſprove it. One that 


does not know you, would ſuſpect you yourſelf was 


ſenſible of this : for, after the firſt paragraph, I ſcarce 
know whether you have mentioned 1t ſo much as 
once through your whole Sermon. 

But your diſcourſe, in my opinion, is as little to 
the purpoſe as your text ; and, inſtead of warping, 
does but more and more confirm me in the belief of 
the doctrine of God's Eternal Election. 

I ſhall not mention how illogically you have pro- 
ceeded, Had you wrote clearly, you ſhould firſt, 
honoured Sir, have proved your propofition— 
That God's Grace is free to all;” and then, by 
way of inference, exclaimed againſt what you call 
the horrible Decree. But you knew people (becauſe 
Arminianiſm, of late, has ſo much abounded amongſt 
us) were generally prejudiced againſt the doctrine 
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of Reprobation; and therefore thought, if you kept 
up their diſlike of that, you could overthrow the 
doctrine of Election entirely. For, without doubt, 
the doctrine of Election and Reprobation muſt ſtand 
or fall together. 

But, paſſing by this, as alfo your equivocal defi- 
nition of the word Grace, and your falſe definition 


of the word Free; and that I may be as ſhort as 


poſſible, I frankly acknowledge, I believe the doc- 
trine of Reprobatian, that God intends to give ſaving 
Grace, through Jeſus Chriſt, only to a certain num- 
ber ; and that the reſt of mankind, after the fall of 


Adam, being juſtly left of God to continue in ſin, 


will at laſt fuſer that eternal death which 1s it's pro- 
per wages. 


This is the eſtabliſhed doctrine of Scripture; and 


acknowledged as ſuch in the 17th Article of the 


Church of England, as Biſhop Burnet himſelf con- 
feſſes - yet dear Mr. Weſley abſolutely denies it. 
But the moſt important objections which you 


have urged againſt this Doctrine, as reaſons why you 


reject it, being ſeriouſly conſidered, and faithfully 
tried by the word of God, will appear to be of no 
force at all. Let the matter be humbly and cally 
reviewed, as to the following heads. 
« Firſt, You ſay, If this be fo, (i. e. if there be 
«© an Election) then is all preaching vain: it is need- 
« Jeſs to them that are elected ; for they, whether 
« with preaching or without, will infallibly be ſaved. 
«© Therefore 


BE 


« Therefore the end of preaching, to ſave ſouls, is 
« void with regard to them, As it is uſeleſs to 
« them that are not elected, for they cannot poſſibly 
© be ſaved; they, whether with preaching or with- 
ec out, will infallibly be damned. The end of 
e preaching is therefore void with regard to them 
ce likewiſe. So that, in either caſe, our preaching is 
vain, and your hearing allo vain. 
Paragraph the gth. | 
Oh, dear Sir, what kind of reaſoning, or rather 
ſophiſtry, is this ! Hath not God, who hath appoint- 
ed ſalvation for a certain number, appointed alfo 
the preaching of the word, as a means to bring them 
to it? Does any one hold Election in any other ſenſe? 
And if ſo, how is preaching needleſs to them that 
are elected, when the Goſpel is deſigned by God 
himſelf to be the power of God unto their eternal 
ſalvation? And ſince we know not whos are elect, 
and who reprobate, we are to preach promicuouſly 
to all; for the word may be uſeful, even to the 
nom elect, in reſtraining them from much wicked- 
neſs and fin. However, it is enough to excite 
to the utmoſt diligence in preaching and hearing, 
when we conſider that, by theſe means, ſome, even 
as many as the Lord hath ordained to eternal life, 
mall certainly be quickened, and enabled to believe. 
And who that attends, eſpecially with reverence 
and care, can tell but he may be found of that happy 
number ? , 


Secondly, 


+? 
Page 10th, 


42 
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, Secondly, You ſay, © that it (viz. the doctrine of 
« Election and Reprobation) directly tends to de- 
« {troy that holineſs which is the end of all the or- 
* dinances of God. For, (ſays the dear miſtaken 
«© Mr. Weſley) it wholly takes away thoſe firſt 
<* motives to follow after it, ſo frequently propoſed 
ce in Scripture, The hope of future reward, and 


fear of puniſhment; the hope of Heaven, and fear 


« of Hell, &c.” Page 11th. 

I thought one, that carries Perfection to ſuch an 
exalted pitch as dear Mr. Weſley does, would know 
that a true lover of the Lord Jefys Chriſt would 
ſtrive to be holy for the take of being holy, and 
work for Chriſt out of love and gratitude, without 
any regard to the rewards of Heaven, or fear of Hell. 
You remember, dear Sir, what Scougall ſays— 
© Love's a more powerful motive, that does them 


Sn move.“ But paſling by this, and granting that 


rewards and puniſhments (as they certainly are) may 
be motives from which a Chriſtian may be honeſtly 
Rirred up to act for God, how does the doctrine of 
Election deſtroy theſe motives? Do not the elect 
know, that the more good works they do, the greater 
will be their reward? And is not that encourage- 
ment enough to ſer them upon, and cauſe them to 
perſevere in, working for Jeſus Chriſt? And how 
does the doctrine of Election deſtroy Holineſs ? 
Who ever preached any other Election than what 
the Apoſtle preached, when he ſaid “ Choſen 
ce through 
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through ſanctification of the Spirit?” Nay, is not 
Holineſs made a mark of our Election by all that 
preach it? And how, then, can the doftrine of Elec- 
tion deſtroy holineſs ? 

The inſtance which you bring to illuſtrate your 
aſſertion, indeed, dear Sir, is quite impertinent. 
For you ſay—* If a ſick man knows that he muſt 
© unavoidably die or unavoidably recover, though 
e he knows not which, it is not reaſonable to take | 
tc any phyſic at all.” Page 11. Dear Sir, what 
abſurd reaſoning is here! Was you ever ſick in 
your life? If fo, did not the bare probability or 
poſſibility of your recovering, though you knew it 
was unalterably fixed that you mult live or die, en- 
courage you to take phyſic? For how did you know . 
but that very phyſic might be the means God in- 
tended to recover you by? Juſt thus it is as to the "> 
doctrine of EleQion. © I know that it is unalterably 
fixed,” may one ſay, © that I muſt be damned or ſav- 
ed. But ſince I know not which for a certainty, why 
ſhould I not ſtrive, though at preſent in a ſtate of 
nature, ſince I know not but this ſtriving may be : 
the means God' has intended to bleſs, in order to 
bring me into a ſtate of grace?” Dear Sir, conſider 
theſe things. Make an impartial application; and 
then judge what little reaſon you had to conclude 
the roth Paragraph, Page 12, in theſe words“ So 
ce directly does this doctrine tend to ſhut the , 
9e yery gate of Holineſs in general, to hinder 
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your ow] rule, Univerſal Redemption is wrong, 


nd 


LW 3 
* unholy men from ever approaching thereto, or 
« ſtriving to enter in thereat !” 


« As directly,” (Paragraph 11.) ſay you, © does 
e the Doctrine tend to deſtroy ſeveral particular 


„ branches of Holineſs, ſuch as Meckneſs, Love, 


% &c.” I ſhall ſay little, dear Sir, in anſwer to this 
Paragraph. Dear Mr. Weſley, perhaps, has been diſ- 
puting with ſome warm, natrow-ſpirited men, that 
held Election, and then infers, that their warmth and 
narrowgeſs of ſpirit was owing to their principles. 
But does not dear Mr. Weſley know many dear 


children of God, who are Predeſtinarians, and yet 
are meek, lowly, pitiful, courteous, tender-hearted, 


of a Catholic ſpirit, and kind, and hope to ſee the 
moſt vile and profligate of men converted? And 


why,? * Becauſe they know God ſaved them by an 


05 of his electing love, and they know not but he 


have, elected thoſe who now ſeem to be the 
4.5 abandoned. Bur, dear Sir, we muſt not judge 
ol the tryth of principles in general, nor of this of 
Election in particular; entirely from the practice of 
ſome that profeſs to hold them. If fo, 1 am ſure 
much might be ſaid againſt your own. For J appeal 
to vour own heart, whether or not you have not felt 
in yourſelf, or obſerved in others, a narrow-ſpirited- 
neſs, and ſome diſunion cf ſou], towards thoſe that 
hold particular Redemption? If ſo, then, according to 
becauſe 
it deſtroys ſeveral branches of Holineſs, ſuch as Meek- 
neſs, Love, Sc. But, not to inſiſt upon this, I beg 
you 


So 
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you would obſerve, that your inference is entirely ſet 
aſide by the force of the Apoſtle's argument, and the 
language which he expreſsly uſes. For, Col. iii. 12, 
and 13, he ſays, Put on, therefore, (as the El: of 
God, holy and beloved) bowels of mercy, kindneſs, 
humbleneſs, of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering; forbear- 
ing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man 
have a quarrel againſt any: even as Chriſt forgave you, 
ſo alſo do ye. Here we ſee that the Apoſtle exhorts 
them to put on bowels of mercy, kindneſs, humble. 
neſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, c., upon 
this conſideration, namely, becauſe they were elect ... 
of God. And all who have experimentally felt this 
doctrine in their hearts, feel that theſe graces are the 


genuine effects of their being elected of God. 7 

But, perhaps, dear Mr. Weſley may be miſtaken 
in this point, and call that paſſion, which is only ; T 
zeal for God's truths. You know, dear Sir, the 8 
Apoſtle exhorts us to © contend earneſtly for cha 4 1 


e Faith once delivered to the Saints;” and therefore —— 2 

you muſt not condemn all that appear zealous for the 

doctrine of Election, as narrow-ſpirited or perſecu- 

tors, becauſe they think it their duty to oppoſe you. 

I am ſure, I love you in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, 

and think I could lay down my life for your ſake; 

but yet, dear Sir, I cannot help ſtrenuouſly oppoſing 

your errors upon this important ſubject, becauſe 1 

think you warmly, though not deſignedly, oppoſe 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus. May the Lord remove 
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the ſcales of prejudice from off the eyes of your 
mind, and give you a zeal according to true Chriſ- 
tian knowledge ! 

Thirdly, Says your Sermon, Page 13th, Para- 
graph 12.— This Doctrine tends to deſtroy the 
« comforts of Religion, the happineſs of Chriſtiani- 
F 

But how does Mr. Weſley know this, who never 
believed Election? I believe, they who have experi- 
enced. it, will agree with our 17th Article, Thar 


e the godly conſideration of Predeſtination, and 
Election in Chriſt, is full of ſweet, pleaſant, un- 
s ſpeakable comfort, to godly perſons, and ſuch as 


<« feel in themſelves the working of the Spirit of 
« Chriſt, mortify ing the works of the fleſh, and their 


s earthly members, and drawing their minds to high 


and heayenly things; as well becauſe it does greatly 


eſtabliſh and confirm their faith of eternal Salva- 


tion, to be enjoyed through Chriſt, as becauſe 
ee jr doth fervently kindle their love towards God, 
ee Sc.“ This plainly ſhews that our godly Reform- 


ers did not think Election deſtroyed Holineſs, or the 


comforts of Religion. As for my own part, this 


Doctrine is my daily ſupport. I ſhould utterly fink 
under a dread of my impending” trials, was I not 
firmly perſuaded that God has choſen me in Chriſt 
from before the foundation of the world; and that 
now being effectually called, he will ſuffer none to 
pluck me out of his Almighty Hand. 

You proceed thus This is evident as to all thoſe 
« who 
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e who believe themſelves to be reprobate, or only 
cc ſuſpect or fear it; all the great and precious pro- 
« miſes are loſt to them; they afford them no ray 
c of comfort,” 

In anſwer to this, let me obſerve, that none living, 
eſpecially none who are deſirous of Salvation, can 
know that they are not of the number of God's 
elect. None but the unconverted can have any 
Juſt reaſon ſo much as to fear it. - And would dear 
Mr. Weſley give comfort, or dare you apply the 
precious promiſes of the Goſpel, being children's. 
bread, to men in a natural ſtate, while they continue, 
ſo? God forbid! What if the doctrine of Election 
and Reprobation does put ſome upon doubting? 
So does that of Regeneration. But is not this 
doubting a good means to put them upon ſearch- © 
ing and ſtriving, and that ſtriving a good means to 
make their Calling and their Election ſure? This F 
is one reaſon, among many others, why I admire the» i 
doctrine of Election, and am convinced that it ſhould 1 | 
have a place in Goſpel Miniſtry, and ſhould be in- 
ſiſted on with faithfulneſs and care. It has a natural 
tendency to rouze the ſoul out of it's carnal ſecuri- 
ty, and therefore many carnal men cry out againſt 
it: whereas Univerſal Redemption is a notion ſadly 
adapted to keep the ſoul in it's lethargic, ſleepy con- 
dition; and therefore ſo many natural men admire 
and applaud it. 

Your 13th, 14th, and 1 «Hh Paragraphs, come next 

C2 to 
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to be conſidered. ** The witneſs of the Spirit, (you 
fay, Paragraph 14th, Page 14) © Experience ſhews 
ce to be much obſtructed by this doctrine.“ But, 
dear Sir, whoſe experience? Not your own ; for 
in your Journal, from your embarking for Georgia 
to your return to London, Page the laſt, you ſeem to 
acknowledge that you have it not, and therefore you 
are no competent judge in this matter. You muſt 
mean, then, the experience of others. For you ſay in 
the ſame. Paragraph—* Even in thoſe, who have 
c taſted of that good gift, who yet have ſoon loſt it 
Acc again, (I ſuppoſe you mean loſt the ſenſe of it 
5 again) * and fallen back into doubts and fears, 
0 te and darkneſs, even horrible darkneſs, that might be 
a © felt, Sc.“ No as to the darkneſs of deſertion, 
M7 ff. not this the caſe of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, after he 
ſha received an unmeaſurable unction of the Holy 
"Ghoſt? Was not his foul exceeding ſorrowful, even 
"gnto death, in the garden? And was he not ſur- 
1 .Frounded with an horrible darkneſs, even © a dark- 
te neſs that might be felt,” when on the Croſs he 
> cried out, My Cod! my God ! why, haſt thou 
& forſaken me?” And that all his followers are liable 
to the ſame, is it not evident from Scripture? - For 
ſays the Apoſtle, He was tempted in all things 
* likeunto his brethren, that he might be able to ſuc- 
«« cour thoſe that are tempted.” And is not their 
liableneſs thereunto well conſiſtent ' with that con- 
formity to him in ſuffering, which his members are 
; | to 
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E 
to bear? Why then ſhould perſons falling into 
darkneſs, after they have received the witneſs of the 
Spirit, be any argument againſt the doctrine of Elec- 
tion? © Yes, (you ſay) many, very many of thoſe 
ce that hold it not in all parts of the earth, have en- 
« joyed the uninterrupted witneſs of the Spirit, the 
<< continual light of God's countenance, from the 
«© moment wherein they firſt believed for many. | 
« months or years to this very day.” But how does 
dear Mr. Weſley know this? Has he conſulted the 
experience of many, very many, in all parts of the d 
earth? Or, could he be ſure of what he hath ad- y 
vanced without ſufficient grounds, would it follow, Fa 
that their being kept in this light is owing to their 
3 not believing the doctrine of Election? No; this, * 
according to the ſentiments of our Church, great- 05 
ce ly confirms and eſtabliſhes a true Chriſtian's may i 
ce of eternal Salvation through Chriſt; * agd a 
anchor of Hope, both ſure 2110 ſtedfaſt, witn he. 
walks in darkneſs and ſees no light, as certainly hel 120 
may, even after he hath received the witnels of the : 
Spirit, whatever you or others may utiadviſedly/ FAY 
aſſert to the contrary. Then to have reſpe& to, * 
God's everlaſting Covenant, and to throw himſeltft 
upon the free diſtinguiſhing love of that God who + 
changeth not, will make him lift up the hands that 
hang down, and ſtrengthen the feeble knees. But 
without the belief of the doctrine of Election, and | 
the immutability of the free love of God, I cannot 8 
| lee "os Wc 
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fee how it 1s poſſible that any ſhould have a comfort- 
able aſſurance of eternal Salvation, What could it 


ſignify to a man whoſe conſcience is thoroughly 


awakened, and who is warned in good earneſt to 
ſeek deliverance from the wrath to come, though 


| he ſhould be aſſured that all his paſt ſins are for- 
| 


given, and that he is now a child of God; if, notwith- 
ſtanding this, he may hereafter become a child of 
the Devil, and be caſt into Hell at laſt? Could 


ſuch an aſſurance yield any ſolid, laſting comfort, to 


nh 


a perſon convinced of the corruption and treachery 
of his own heart, and. of the malice, ſubtlety, and 


power of Satan? No! That which alone deſerves 
| the name of a full Aſſurance of Faith, is ſuch an aſſu- 
rance as emboldens the believer, under the ſenſe of 
his intereſt in diſtinguiſhing love, to give the chal- 
Ilenge to all his adverſaries, whether men or devils, 
= 
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and that with regard to all their future as well as 
reſent attempts to deſtroy; ſaying with the Apoſtle, 


ſe Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
er Elect? It is God that juſtifies me: Who is he 
. that condemns me? It is Chriſt that died; yea, 


te rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the right 
ce hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for 
« me. Who ſhall ſeparate me from the love of 
« Chriſt? Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecu- 
« tion, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? 
« Nay, in all theſe things I am more than conquer- 
* or, through Him that loved me. For JI am per 


ſuaded, 
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r ſuaded, that neither death nor life, nor angels, not 


« principalities nor powers, nor things preſent,-nor 


ce things to come, nor heighth nor depth, nor any 
ce other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate me from 
„the love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus my 
Lord.“ 


This, dear Sir, is the triumphant en of 


every ſoul that has atrained a full aſſurance of faith. 
And this aſſurance can only ariſe from a belief of \ | 
God's electing, everlaſting love. That many have 
an aſſurance that they are in Chriſt to- day, but take 6. 
no thought for, or are not aſſured they ſhall be in 
him to-morrow, nay, to all eternity, is rather their 
imperfection and unhappineſs than their privilege,” 


7 


I pray God bring all ſuch to a ſenſe of his eternal 4 
love, that they may no longer build upon their o nm 


faithfulneſs, but on the unchangeableneſs of that 
God whoſe gifts and callings are without 'repgnas | ' 


ance. For thoſe whom God has once juſtifiggh-he ** 


alſo will glorify. I obſerved before, dear Sir, it is 


not always a ſafe rule to judge of the truth of princi- 6 
ples from people's practice. And therefore, ſup» * 
poſing all that held Univerſal Redemption in your * 


way of explaining it, after they received Faith, en- 
joyed the continual, uninterrupted light of God's caunte- 


' nance, it does not follow, that this is a fruit of their 


principle: for that, I am ſure, has a natural tenden- 
cy to keep the ſoul in darkneſs for ever; becauſe the 
creature thereby is taught, that his being kept in a 
ſtare of Salvation is owing to his own free-will. 


And 


4 
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And what a ſandy foundation is that for a poor crea- 
ture to build his hopes of perſeverance upon! 
Every relapſe into ſin, every ſurprize by temptation, 
muſt throw him © into doubts and fears, into hor- 

\  rible darkneſs, even darkneſs that may be felt.” 
Hence it is, that the letters which have been lately 
ſent me by thoſe who hold Univer/al Redemption, are 
dead and lifeleſs, dry and inconſiſtent, in compariſon 
of thoſe I receive from perſons on the contrary ſide. 
Thoſe who ſettle in the ꝝzniverſal ſcheme, though 
they might begin in the Spirit, whatever they may 
- fay to the contrary, are ending in the fleſh, and 
building up a righteouſneſs founded on their own 
'  free-will ;- whilſt the others triumph in hopes of the 
glory of God, and build upon God's never-failing 
promiſe and unchangeable love, even when his ſenſible 
preſence is withdrawn. from them. But I would not 
judge of the truth of Election by the experience of 
any particular perſons: if I did, (O bear with me in 
1 Þ... this fooliſhneſs of boaſting !) I think I myſelf might 
* glory in Election. For theſe five or ſix years, I have 
. -aeceived the witneſs of God's Spirit. Since that, 
. bleſſed be God, I have not doubted a quarter of an 
| hour of having a ſaving intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt. But 
1 unuith grief and humble ſhame] do acknowledge, Ihave 
4 L fallen into ſin often ſince that. Though I do nor, 
1 dare not, allow of any one tranſgreſſion, yet hitherto 
. I have not been (nor do I expect that while 1 am in 
this preſent world I ever ſhall be) able to live one day 
perfectly free from all defects and ſin, And ſince the 


Scriptures 
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Scriptures declare, t thereisnota juſt man upon earth, 
no no. among thoſe of the Ligheſt attainments in Grace, 
that doeth good, and ſinnethᷣ not; we are ſure that this will 
be the caſe of all the children of God. The univerſal 
experience and acknowledgment of this, among the 
godly in every age, is abundantly ſufficient to con- 
fute the error of thoſe who hold it in an abſolute 
ſenſe, that after a man is born again, he cannot commit: 
fin; eſpecially fince the Holy Ghoſt condemns the perſons. 
who ſay they have no ſin, as deceiving themſelves, as 
being deſtitute of the truth, and making God a har, |, 
1 Epiſt. John i. 8, 10. I have been alſo in heavi= - 
neſs through manifold temptations, and expect to bo 
often ſo before I die. Thus were the Apoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians themſelves. Thus was Luther, 
that man of God, who, as far as T can find, did not, 
peremptorily at leaſt, hold Election; and the great | 
John Arndt was 1n the utmoſt perplexity a quarzer! 1 


of an hour before he died; and yet he was no Pre- 
deſtinarian. And if I muſt ſpealꝭ ffeely, 1 belles: 
your fighting ſo ſtrenuouſly again the doctrine of» 4 
Election, and pleading ſo vehemently for. a Hinlels 4 
Perfection, are among the reaſons or culpable cauſes” 


why you are kept out of the liberties of the Goſpel, + * 
and that full aſſurance of faith, which they enjoy, | 


who have experimentally taſted and daily feed upon. 

God's electing, everlaſting love. 
But, perhaps, you may ſay, that Luther and Arndt 
were no Chriſtians, at leaſt very weak ones. I know 
D von 
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you think meanly of Abraham, though he was emi- 
nently called the Friend of God; and ] believe alſo 
of David, the man after God's own heart. No 
wonder, therefore, that, in a letter you ſent me not 


long ſince, you ſhould tell me, © That no Baptiſt or 


ce Preſbyterian writer whom you have read knew 
c any thing of the liberties of Chriſt.” What 


neither Bunyan, Henry, Flavel, Halyburton, or 


none of the New-England and Scotch divines ! 


See, dear Sir, what narrow-ſpiritedneſs and want of 


charity ariſe from your principles! and then do not 
ery out againſt Flection any more, on account of it's 
being ** deſtructive of meekneſs and love!” 
Fourthly,. I ſhall now proceed to another head. 
Again, ſays the dear Mr. Weſley, Pag. 15. Par. 16. 
Ho uncomfortable a thought is this, that thou- 
* ſands and millions of men, without any preceding. 
«'offence or fault of theirs, were unchangeably 
«< doomed to everlaſting burnings!” ; 
But who ever aſſerted, that kate and millions 
of men, without any preceding offence or fault of 
theirs, were unchangeably doomed to everlaſting 
burnings? Do not they who believe God's doom- 
ing men to everlaſting burnings, alſo believe that 


God looked upon them as men fallen in Adam? 


and that that decree which ordained the puniſhment, 
firſt regarded the crime by which it was deferved ? 
How then are they doomed without any preceding 
fault? Surely Mr. Weſley will own God's juſtice 
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in imputing Adam's ſin to his poſterity; and alſo 
that, after Adam fell, and his poſterity in him, God 
might juſtly have paſſed them ALL by, without 

ſending his own Son to be a Saviour for any one. 
Unleſs you heartily agree to both theſe points, you 
do not believe Original Sin aright. If you do own 
them, then you muſt acknowledge the doctrine of 
Election and Reprobation to be highly juſt and 
reaſonable : for, if God might juſtly impute Adam's 
fin to ALL, and afterwards have paſſed by air, 
then he might juſtly paſs by ſome. Turn on the + 
right-hand, or on the left, you are reduced to an 
inextricable dilemma. And, if you would be con- 
ſiſtent, you muſt either give up the doctrine of the 
Imputation of Adam's Sin, or receive the amiable 
doctrine of Election, with a holy and righteous re- 
probation, as it's conſequent for, whether you can 
believe it or no, the word of God abides faithful 
The Election has obtained it, and the reſ were blinded. 
Tour 17th Parag. Page 16, I paſs over. What 
has been ſaid on Parag. the gth and 10th, with little 
alteration, will anſwer it. I ſhall only ſay, it is the 
doctrine of Election that moſtly preſſes me to abound 
in good works. I am made willing to ſuffer all 
things for the elect's ſake. This makes me preach 
with comfort, becauſe I know ſalvation does not 
depend on man's free-will, but the Lord makes 
them willing in the day of his power; and can make 
uſe of me to bring ſome of his elect home, when and 
where he pleaſes. But— | | 
| D 2 Fifthly, 
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Fifubly, You ſay, Par. 18, Page 17—“ This 
* doctrine has a direct, manifeſt tendency, to over- 
* throw the whole Chriſtian religion. For, (ſay 
<« you) ſuppoſing that eternal, unchangeable decree, 
* one part of mankind muſt be ſaved, though the 
“ Chriſtian Revelation were not in being.“ 

But, dear Sir, how does that follow, ſince it is only 
by the Chriſtian Revelation that we are acquainted 
with God's deſign of ſaving his Church by the death 
of his Son? Yea, 1t 1s ſettled in the Everlaſting 
Covenant, that this ſalvation ſhall be applied to the 


Elect through the knowledge and faith of Him; as 
the Prophet ſays, By his knowleage ſhall my righteous - 


Servant juſtify many, Ifa. liii. 11. How, then, has 
the doctrine of Election a direct tendency to over- 
throw the whole Chriſtian Revelation? Who ever 


thought, that God's declaration to Noah, that ſeed- 


time and harveit ſhould never ceaſe, could afford an 
argument for the neglect of ploughing or ſowing? 
or that the unchangceable purpoſe of God, that har- 


veſt ſhould not fail, rendered the heat of the ſun, or 


the influence of the heavenly bodies, unneceſſary to 


produce it? No more does God's abfolute purpoſe 


of ſaving his choſen preclude the neceſſity of the 
Goſpel Revelation, or the uſe of any of the means 
through which he has determined the decree ſhall 
take effect. Nor will the right underſtanding, or 


the reverent belief of God's decree, ever allow or 


ſuffer a Chriſtian, in any caſe, to ſeparate the means 
from 
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from the end, or the end from the means. And ſince 
we are taught by the Revelation itſelf, that this was 


intended and given by God as a means of bringing 
home his elect, we therefore receive it with joy, 


prize it highly, uſing it in faith; and endeavour to 
ſpread it through all the world, in the full aſſurance 
that wherever God ſends it, ſooner or later, it ſhall 
be ſavingly uſeful to all the elect within it's call. 
How, then, in holding this doctrine, do we join with 
modern unbelievers in making the Chriſtian Revela- 
tion unneceſſary? No, dear Sir, you miſtake. Infi- 
dels of all kinds are on your fide of the queſtion. 
Deiſts, Arians, Socinians, arraign God's ſovereigaty, 
and ſtand up for Univerſal Redemption. I pray 


God, dear Mr. Weſley's Sermon, as it has grieved 
the hearts of many of God's children, may not alſo 


ſtrengthen the hands of many of his moſt avowed 
enemies! Here I could almoſt lie down and weep! 


O, tell it not in Gath! Publiſh"it not in the ſtreets of 
Ajzelon, leſt the daughters of the unc. rcumciſed rejoice, 


left the ſons of Unbelief ſpould triumph! 


_ Farther, you ſay, Page 18th, Par. 19th—“ This 
* doctrine makes Revelation contradict itſelf,” 


For inſtance, ſay you, © The aſſerters of this doc 
e trine interpret that text of Scripture, Jacob have 
« T loved, but Eſau have ] hated, as implying that 
« God, in a literal ſenſe, hated Eſau and all the re- 
ce probates from eternity!“ And when confidered as 
fallen in Adam, were they not objects of his hatred? 

And 


g 
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And might not God, of his own good pleaſure, love 
or ſhew mercy to Jacob and the elect, and yet at the 
ſame time do the reprobate no wrong? But you 
ſay, God is Love.” And cannot God be Love, 
unlefs he ſhews the ſame mercy to all? 

Again, ſays dear Mr. Weſley, © They infer from 
« that text, I will have mercy on whom 1 will have 
ce mercy, that God is mercy only to ſome men, viz. 
de the elect, and that he has mercy for thoſe only; 
« flatly contrary to which is the whole tenor of the 
“ Scripture, as is that expreſs declaration in particu- 
«lar, The Lord is loving to every man, and his 
te mercy is over all bis works.” And fo it is, but 


not his /aving Mercy. God is loving to every man, he 


ſends his rain upon the evil and upon the good. 
But you ſay, God is no reſpecter of perſons.” No! 
For every one, whether Jew or Gentile, that believ- 
eth on Jeſus, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted 
of him. But be that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
For God is no reſpecter of perſons, i. e. upon the ac- 
count of any outward condition or-circumſtance in 
life whatever. Nor does the doctrine of Election 
in the leaſt ſuppoſe him to be ſo; but as the ſove- 
reign Lord of all, who is debtor to none, he has a 
right to do what he will with his own, and diſpenſe 


bis favours to what objects he ſees fit, merely at his 


pleaſure.” And his ſupreme right herein 1s clearly 
and ſtrongly aſſerted in thoſe paſſages of Scripture, 
"where he ſays, / will have mercy on whom I will 
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have mercy, and have compaſſion on whom I will have 
compaſſion, Rom. ix. 15. Exod. xxxill. 19. 

Farther, in Page 19th, you repreſent us as infer- 
ring from the text The children not being yet born, 
« neither having done good or evil, that the purpoſe 
« of God, according to Election, might ſtand, not 
« of works, but of him that calleth ; it was faid 
« unto her, (unto Rebecca) The elder ſhall ſerve the 
« younger; that our predeſtination to life no- 
ways depends on the fore-knowledge of God. But 
who infers this, dear Sir? For if fore-knowledge 
ſignifies approbation, as it does in ſeveral parts of 
Scripture, then we confeſs that Predeſtination and 
Election do depend on God fore-knowledge. But 
if by God's fore-knowledge you anderſtand God's 
foreſeeing ſome good works done by his creatures 
as the foundation or reaſon of chuſing them, and 
therefore electing them; then we ſay that, in this 
ſenſe, Predeſtination does not any way depend on 
God's fore-knowledge, But T referred you, at the 
beginning of this letter, to Dx. Edwards his Veritas 


Redux, which I recommended to you in a late letter, 


with Eliſha Cole on God's Sovereignty. Be pleaſed,” 
to read thoſe; and alſo the excellent ſermons of Mr. 

Cooper, of Boſton, in New-England, which I alſo 
ſent you, and I doubt not but you will ſee all your 


objections anſwered. Though I would obſerve, 


that afterall our reading on both ſides the queſtion, we 
thall never in this life be able 0 ſearch out God's de- 
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crees to perfection. No: we muſt humbly adore what 
we cannot comprehend; and, with the great Apoſtle, 
at the end of our enquiries, cry out, Oh! the depth, &c. 
Or with our Lord, when he was admiring God's So- 
vereignty, © Even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemeth gocd in 
« thy fight.” 

However, it may not be amiſs to take notice, 
that if thoſe texts, © God willeth that none ſhould 
« periſþ—1 have no pleaſure in him that dieth,” and 
ſuch like, be taken in their ſtricteſt ſenſe, then no 
one will be damned. 

But here's the diſtinction: God taketh no pleaſure 
in the death of ſinners, fo as to delight ſimply in 
their death; but he delights to magnify his juſtice, 


by inflisting the puniſhment which their iniquities 


have deſerved—as a righteous judge, who takes 
no pleaſure in condemning a criminal, may yet juſt- 
ly command him to be executed, that law and 
juſtice maybe ſatisfied, even though it be in his 
power to procure him a reprieve. 

I would hint farther, that you unjuſtly charge the 
doctrine of Reprobation with blaſphemy ; whereas 


the doctrine of Univer/al Redemption, as you ſet it 


forth, 1s really the higheſt reproach upon the dignity 
of the Son of God, and the merit of his blood. 


. . Conſider, therefore, whether it be not blaſphemy 


rather, to ſay, as you do, (Page 20.) “ Chriſt not 
e only died for thoſe that are ſaved, hut alſo for 


i» thoſe that periſh.” The text you have miſapplied 


to 


E 


to gloſs over this, ſee explained by Ridaely, 
Edwards, Henry; and J purpoſely omit anſwering 
your texts myſelf, that you may be brought to read 
ſuch treatiſes, which, under God, would ſhew you 
your error, You cannot make good this aſſertion, 
« That Chriſt died for them that periſh,” without 
holding (as Peter Boehler, one of the Moravian 
brethren, in order to make out Univer/al Redemption, 
lately frankly confeſſed in a letter) * That all the 
«© damned ſouls would hereafter be brought out, of 
« Hell.” I cannot think Mr. Weſley is thus 
minded. And yet, without this can be proved, Uni- 
verſal Redemption, taken in a literal ſenſe, falls en- 


tirely to the ground. For how can all be univerſal- 
ly redeemed, if all are not finally ſaved? 


Dear Sir, For Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, conſider how 


you diſhonour God by denying Election. Tou 


plainly make Salvation depend, not. on God's Free 
Grace, but on man's Free Will. And it is more than 
probable, Jeſus Chriſt. would mot have had the ſatis- 
faction of ſeeing the fruit of his death in the eternal 
Salvation of one Soul. Our preaching would then 


* 
be vain, and all invitations for 28 to believe 1 in 7” 


him, would alſo be in vain. 


But, bleſſed be God, our Lord "Of for whom 
he died. There was an eternal compact between 


the Father and Son. A certain number was then 


given him, as the purchaſe and reward of his obedi- 


ence and death, For theſe he prayed, (John, xvii.) 


and not for the world. For theſe, and theſe only, 


E he 
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he is now interceding, and with their Salvation he 
will be fully ſatisfied, 

I purpoſely omit making any farther particular 
remarks on the ſeveral laſt Pages of your Sermon. 
Indeed, had not your name, dear Sir, been prefixed 
to the Sermon, I could not have been ſo uncharitable 
as to think you were the Author of ſuch ſophiſtry. 
You beg the queſtion, in ſaying that God has de- 
clared, (notwithſtanding you own, I ſuppoſe, ſome 
will be damned) that he would fave all, i. e. every 
individual perſon. You take it for granted (for 
ſolid proof you have none) that God is unjuſt, if he 
paſſes by any; and then you exclaim againſt the 
horrible Decree. And yet, as I before hinted, in 
holding the doctrine of Original Sin, you profeſs to 
believe that he might juſtly have paſſed by all. 

Dear, dear Sir ! O be not offended! For Chriſt's 
ſake, be not raſh!» Give yourſelf to reading. Study 
the Covenant of Grace. Down with your carnal 
reaſoning. Be a little child. And then, inſtead of 
pawning your Salvation, as you have done in a late 
Hymn-book, if the doctrine of Vnivetſal Redemption 
be not true; inſtead of talking of ſinleſs Perfection, as 
you have done in the Preface to that Hymn- book, 
and making man's Salvation depend on his on Free- 
will, as you have in this Sermon; you will compoſe 
a Hymn in praiſe of ſovereign, diſtinguiſhing Love. 
You will caution believers againſt ſtriving to work 
a Perfection out of their own hearts; and print ano- 
ther Sermon the-reverſc of this, and entitle it, Free 
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. 
Grace indeed. Free, becauſe not free to all; but 
free, becauſe God may withold or give it to whom 
and when he pleaſes. 

Till you do this, I muſt doubt whether or not 
you know yourſelf. In the mean while, I cannot 
but blame you for cenſuring the Clergy of our 
Church for not keeping to their Articles, when you 
yourſelf, by your principles, poſitively deny the gth, 
roth, and 17th. Dear Sir, theſe things ought notſo 
to be. God knows my heart, as I told you befdfe, - 
ſo I declare again, nothing but a ſingle regard to the 
honour of Chriſt has forced this Letter from me, I 
love and honour you for his ſake; and, when I come 
to Judgment, will thank you, before meg and angels, 
for what you have, under God, done for my ſoul, 

There, I am perſuaded} 1 ſhall Te dear Mr. 
Weſley, convinced of Election and everlaſting Love. 
And it often filis me with pleaſure, to think how I 
ſhall behold. you caſting you crown down at the 
feet of the Lamb; and, as it were, filled with a holy 
bluſhing for oppoſing the Divine Sovereignty in the 

manner you have done. Þ 
But I hope the Lord will ſhew you this before 
you go hence, O how do I long for that day! If 
the Lord ſhould be pleaſed to make uſe of this Let- 
ter for that purpoſe, it would abundantly rejoice the 
heart of, dear and honoured Sir, 


Your affectionate, though unworthy, 
Brother and Servant in Chriſt, 


GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 
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A HYMN by the Reverend Dr. WArrs, 


On Rom. ix. 21, 22, 23, 24. 


I EHOLD the Potter and the Clay; 
He forms bis veſſels as he pleaſe: 
Sach is our God, and ſuch are we, 
. 9 Subjelss of his bigh decrees. 


WO 


2 Doth not the Workman's power extend 
Ober all the maſs—*which part to chuſe, 
And mould it for a nobler end, 
And wohich to leave for viler uſe ? 


* 


3 May not the ſovereign Lord on high 
| Diſpenſe his favours as be will? 
Cbuſe ſomę to Tife, while ethers die, 
Aud yet be jiift ang gracious ftill ?. 


4 What if, to make his tes er known, 
He lets his patien«: long endure, * 
Suffering vile Rebels to go an. * 
And ſeal their own deſtruct o ſure ! 2 


5 What if he means to ſhes: his Grace, Se 
And his eleting Love employs, 2 

= To mark out ſome of mortal race, 
And form them fit for hewvealy joys ! 
1 9 | 6 Shall 


19 3 


6 Shall man reply againſt the Lord. 
And call his Maker's ways unjuſt, 
The thunder of whoſe dreadful word 
Can cruſh a thouſand worlds to duſt ? 


" 


7 But, O my ſoul, if truth ſo bright 
Should dazzle and confound thy fight, 
Yet ſtill his written Will abey, 

And wait the great deciſive day. 


9 N 


8 Then ſhall he make his juſtice known; _ 
And the whole world, before his Throne, 
With joy or terror, ſhall confeſs * 

The glory of his Righteouſneſs. 


2 


— — — — 


Of Original or Birth Sin. 


RIGIN AL. Sin ſtandeth not in the following 
of Adar, tt the Pelagians do vainly talk; but 
it is the fault and corruption of the nature of every 
man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring of 
Adam, whereby man 1s very far gone from original 
righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, 

ſo that the fleſh luſteth contrary to the Spirit; and 


therefore, in every perſon born in this world, it de- 


ſerveth God's wrath and damnation. And this in- 
tection of nature doth remain; vea, in them that are 
regenerate, whereby the luſt of the fleſh, called in Greek 
*mpe cape; Which ſome do expound the Wiſdom, 
ſomg Senſuality, ſome the Affection ſome the Deſire 
of the Flefhy is not ſubject to the law of God. And 


although there is no conuemnation for them that believe © 


and are baptized, yet the Apoſtle doth confeſs, that 
concupiſcence and luſt hath of itfelf the nature 
of Sin, ' i 


Of Free- will. 


is ſuch, that he cannnot turn and prepare him- 


ſelf, by his own natural ſtrength and good works, 


to faith and calling upon God: Wherefore, we have 


„ no 


2 0; 


HE condition of man, after the fall of Adam, 


E 
no power to do good works, pleaſant and acceptable 
to God, without the grace of God by Chriſt prevent- 
ing us, that we may have a good-will, and working 
with us when we have that good-7will. 


Of Predeſtination and Election. 


RE DESTINATION to Life, is the ever- 
| laſting purpoſe of God, whereby (before . the ' 
foundations of the world were laid) he hath conſtantly. 
decreed by his counſel, /ecret io us, to deliver from 
curſe and damnation, thoſe whom he hath choſen in 
Chriſt cut of mankind, and to bring them by Chriſt to © 
everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made to: honour. 
” Wherefore, they which be endued with ſo excellent 
a benefit of God, be called according to God's purpoſe, 
*by his Spirit working in due ſeaſon ; they through 
grace. bey the Calling; they be ii ed freely ey 
be made ſννν God adoption; they he made like 
the image of his an begotteg Sen Feſus Chriſt ; they 
walk religiouſly in gend works; and at length, by 
+ God's mercy, /4y 4t!ain io everlaſting felicity. 
3 As the godly conſideration of Predeftination and 
our Election in Chriſt is full of ſeet, pleaſant, and 
Wa ;ſpeakable comfort, to godly perſons, and ſuch as feel 
in themſelves the working of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
mortiſying the works of the „ib, and their earthly 
members, and drawing up their minds to high and 
beavenly things, às well becauſe it doth greatly efta- 


8 2 
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1 
liſh and confirm their faith of eternal Salvation, to be 


enjoyed through Chriſt, as becauſe it doth fervently 
kindle their love towards God; ſo, for curious and 
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| - carnal perſons, lacking the Spirit of Chriſt, to have 
" continually before their eyes the ſentence of God's 
| | ; Predeſtination, is a moſt dangerous downfall, whereby 
1 the devil doth thruſt them either into deſperation, 


or into wretchleſſneſs of moſt unclean living, no leſs 

perilous than deſperation. 

Furthermore, we muſt receive God's promiſes in 
=. Wuch-wiſe as they de generally ſet forth to us in holy 
Scripture: end in our doings, that will of God is 
to be followed which ve have expreſsly declared to 
us in the word of God. 
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